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I went into the 5th grade classroom today and all eyes turned on me. They were curious but very friendly. They seemed pretty easy going. The teacher joked around with them, but when it was time to do something she was serious. She had a very loud voice, but the kids listened to her. She did not tolerate any unnecessary behavior when she was in her “serious mode.” I did notice that when she said “walk quietly to the door” they all ran loudly to the door and she didn’t say anything. Maybe she understood their anxiousness to go to lunch. When they came back inside, the kids read their short paper on a famous person. It seemed like most of the girls chose women and the boys chose men. When they were reading their paper in front of the class, they were very quiet, and some of them I could not even hear. The kids with the more confident personalities were louder than the others. 

I also went next door to the 1st grade classroom for 30 minutes. It seemed more chaotic in there. The kids were never quiet. Someone was usually talking. I sat beside a boy and he was talking to me almost the whole time. He must have been ADD. There was a boy that had his hand up for about 5 minutes before the teacher called on him. He had to go to the bathroom. Either the boy does that a lot, or the teacher did not notice his raised hand. Based on today’s observations, 5th grade seems a lot more relaxed and the kids are more fun to be around. They also know when its ok to joke around and when its time to be serious. 

Thursday, October 2, 2008

Today I went into class and helped the 5th graders with their grammar. They were working on a worksheet. The teacher had a different class this time. This class is a lot more subdued and quieter than her class last week. She said that she teaches English stuff and the other 5th grade teacher teaches science and math. I like the other class better. The kids are a lot more lively and fun. They know me too! They say hi to me whenever they see me. This class is more passive and not as friendly. At lunch time the teacher had one of her students eat with her. He was really friendly and talkative. I guess it’s a treat for the students to eat lunch with their teacher. I think that’s a really good idea to get to know your students and help them individually if they need it.

Thursday, October 9, 2008

I had a really good experience in the 1st grade classroom today. I walked into class and the teacher was giving one boy a test at her desk. She handed me some worksheets and asked if I would go over it with the class. I was nervous but excited at the same time. They were working on their long a sounds. The worksheet was about that. I asked the class what the picture was and then they told me. And then we sounded it out together and then they wrote the word down. It was my first class teaching experience! The kids listened to me and were so cute! It lasted about 15 minutes. The teacher was so happy I could do that for her because it let her give a test to a boy. 

Thursday, October 23, 2008

Today was my last day at Graysville. It was kind of a sad day. I never really grew close to any of the students though, because 10 hours really isn’t that much. Today when I walked into 5th grade, the students were all reading from a book. The teacher would randomly call on a child and he or she would read a paragraph out loud. Most of the girls did very well in the reading, but there were some boys who struggled. They were going to have a test on the story the next day so after the reading, the teacher went over the test. They all seemed to know the answers. I wonder why the teacher goes over the answers with the students before the test. 

