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Box # 7562

Unit Plan: Social Studies and Science

Objectives: 

(Social Studies)

Standard 1- Culture 

1.01 Understand the diversity of human cultures.

1.02 Discuss cultures and human patterns of places and regions of the world.

Standard 5- History

5.01 Identify major events, people, and patterns in Tennessee, United States, and

world history.

5.02 Understand the place of historical events in the context of past, present, and

future.

5.03 Explain how to use historical information acquired from a variety of sources. 

(Science)

Standard 5- Biodiversity and Change 

GLE 0307.5.1 
Explore the relationship between an organism’s characteristics and its ability to survive in a particular environment. 

Grade level/subject

Third Grade   Social Studies/Science 
Lessons based off the book Island of the Blue Dolphins

Activities Planned
1. Learning about animals through in class discussion and independent research on a particular animal found in the book
2. A variety of centers (writing, research, drawing, vocabulary, etc) all focused around the book
3. Lecture about the author, book summary, and game titled “Can You Guess?”

Assessment of learner understanding

Class Participation (in big and/or small group settings)- attentiveness, eye contact, volunteer questions

Writing

Homework

Explanation of what they learned after doing the centers
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Box # 7562

Lesson Plan #1: Science
Grade: 3rd
I. Concept to be Taught:

Students will learn about animals in the book Island of the Blue Dolphins 

by Scott O’Dell.
II. Objectives:
Standard 5- Biodiversity and Change 

GLE 0307.5.1 
Explore the relationship between an organism’s characteristics and its ability to survive in a particular environment. 

III. Materials needed:

White board and markers
Projector to show pictures on the wall

Computer connected to projector

The book Island of the Blue Dolphins to refer to

Make list before hand of animals found in the book
IV. Classroom teaching strategies and procedures:

a. Anticipatory Set:
(After reading Island of the Blue Dolphins)

Teacher will ask students to brainstorm about their favorite animals, pets, etc.

Teacher will write the names of these animals on the board until the board is full of animal names.
b. Lesson
After brainstorming about animals, have the students think of animals they remember from the book. Ask students why they think the author chose to write about so many animals. Compile another list on the board of animals from the book. (examples: sea otter, wild dog, dolphin, white bass, cormorant, fox, elephant seal, octopus, whale, bull elephant, pelican). Talk about each animal’s importance in the book and how the author chose to mention it. Show the students pictures of the animals in a slideshow format. Talk about the different environment each animal lives in.
c. Conclusion
To continue learning about the animals in more details, have students pick an animal found in the book (from list complied on board). Students can start on the assignment in class. If assigned on Monday, have it due on Friday so students have time to work on it at home too.
d. Activity extension:
For the homework activity, students need to research about their chosen animal. They need to write a one page summary of their animal and be prepared to share some of it with the class. They can look up information on the internet, in encyclopedia, textbook, or other related books. Provide some questions to answer like: What does it eat? Where does it live? When was it talked about in the book? Did it help or hurt the main character in the story? 
V. Evaluation

a. How will student learning be measured:
After writing their report on an animal mentioned in the book, students will present their findings to the class. There are many animals in the book, but depending on the amount of students, some students may have the same animal. Have students share 3 or 4 things they learned about their animal to the class.
b. Re-teaching procedures if necessary:
Talk about the animals in more depth before assigning homework. Could possibly watch some portions of the movie in class, when animals played a significant role. (example: when hunting for octopus or bull elephant)
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Lesson Plan #2: Social Studies

Grade: 3rd
VI. Concept to be Taught:

Lesson based off the book Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell. Students will learn about the historical events in the book and how the main character’s culture and way of life differ from ours in the United States. 

VII. Objectives:
Standard 1- Culture 

1.01 Understand the diversity of human cultures.

1.02 Discuss cultures and human patterns of places and regions of the world.

Standard 5- History

5.01 Identify major events, people, and patterns in Tennessee, United States, and

world history.

5.02 Understand the place of historical events in the context of past, present, and

future.

5.03 Explain how to use historical information acquired from a variety of sources. 

VIII. Materials needed:

Lots of materials for each center! Have distinct divisions between centers and an obvious direction from center to center. Materials are listed under each specific center. 

IX. Classroom teaching strategies and procedures:

a. Anticipatory Set:
The lesson cannot be done without some background knowledge. It is best to read the book first and use this lesson afterward. Anticipatory set can be reviewing about the book. Have kids raise their hands and tell what they remember about the story. Ask them if they think this is a real story. Surprise them by saying yes! Then do a quick historical background summary and tell the students that this is a true story. 

b. Lesson

Set out centers with various activities before lesson begins. Split students into pairs (depending on number of students) and have groups rotate every 10/15 minutes.

Example of Centers:

· Compare and contrast how Karana’s life on the island is similar or different than your life now. Use a venn diagram. Be creative!

(materials- pieces of white computer paper or construction paper, pencils)
· If you could live on an island, what 5 things would you bring with you? Explain in detail why you chose what you did. Draw a picture of each. It can be a person or object. Use your imagination!

(materials- pencils, coloring utensils, paper)
· Have resources available- encyclopedia, textbook, internet. Do some research about Karana using these sources. Some may say different things because there is a lot we don’t know about the real woman. Some sample questions to answer: What was her real name? What was the name of the island she lived on? How long was she on the island by herself?

(materials- research sources, access to a computer with internet, paper, pencils)
· Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story. Use lots of details. Where was she? What was she wearing? What was she doing? What animals were around her?

(materials- paper, coloring utensils)
· On computer- play with interactive, educational website from the book Island of the Blue Dolphins:  http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/score_lessons/dolphin/home2.shtml
(materials- computer with internet access)
· Look through the book and find at least 5 words you don’t know. Look up the word in the dictionary and write the definition on a piece of paper.

(materials- paper, pencil, dictionary)
· Imagine you were stuck on an island like Karana. Write a letter that you would stick in a bottle and throw into the sea. Write at least a page- remember, someone might find it and come rescue you!

       (materials- paper, pencils, coloring utensils to allow for more creativity)

c. Conclusion
As a wrap up, gather the kids back together, either at their desks or on the carpet. Have them each share about one of the centers that they liked. They can show a picture they drew, a letter they wrote, or an interesting fact they learned. Collaborative learning!

d. Activity extension:

Give the students 3 minutes to find something in the classroom and bring it back to their desk and sit down. Then ask the students to use their imagination- how could they use the object they chose on an island?

X. Evaluation

a. How will student learning be measured:
Measured by a student’s success and participation at the centers. Teacher will roam around room and observe students learning independently, offering help only when needed. Students should also be able to share with the class one thing he/she learned from the centers. 
b. Re-teaching procedures if necessary:

Spend more time learning about the history of the book as a class instead of the teacher giving a quick summary before starting the centers. Teacher can explain more about the main character in history, the island, and other historical events described in the book.  
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Lesson Plan #3: Social Studies and English

Grade: 3rd
I. Concept to be Taught:

Students will learn about the author Scott O’Dell and a summary of his book, titled Island of the Blue Dolphins. 
II. Objectives:

For Social Studies

Standard 1- Culture 

1.01 Understand the diversity of human cultures.

1.02 Discuss cultures and human patterns of places and regions of the world.

Standard 5- History

5.02 Understand the place of historical events in the context of past, present, and

future. 

For Language Arts
Standard 2- Communication

GLE 0301.2.1 Continue to develop basic listening skills necessary for communication.

Standard 5- Logic

GLE 0301.5.1 Develop logic skills to enhance thoughtful reasoning and to facilitate learning.

GLE 0301.5.2 Use learned logic skills to make inferences and draw conclusions in a variety

of oral and written contexts.

Standard 7- Media

GLE 0301.7.1 Recognize that media can be a source of information and/or entertainment.

Standard 8-Literature

GLE 0301.8.4 Explore basic literary terms (e.g., setting, point of view, simile, metaphor,

rhythm).
III. Materials needed:

Computer with Microsoft Powerpoint

Projector

Slideshow
IV. Classroom teaching strategies and procedures:

a. Anticipatory Set:
Get the students attention by telling them that Scott O’Dell isn’t his real name. He was born with the name Odell Gabriel Scott. (whisper, like you’re telling them a secret) 
b. Lesson
Have a premade powerpoint presentation ready.

Describe the basics about the author, then a summary of the book (plot, characters, etc). Make sure to show pictures where applicable to hold their attention.

Play “Can You Guess” game. Have students number their paper from 1 to 5. Then one at a time, show a picture and have students guess what they think the main character did with the object. This is a game to see how the main character survived with what little she had. 

c. Conclusion
The teacher could possibly give out prizes for those who got the most answers correct. The game is hard, and is not meant for students to get the right answer but more for them to learn and become interested in the book. 
d. Activity extension:
Depending on how much time is available, give more than five pictures for them to guess. There is much to pull from the book to learn how the main character survived.
V. Evaluation

a. How will student learning be measured:
Make sure students are actively involved when the teacher is lecturing, and also when playing the game. It’s the teacher’s job to get the students excited about this presentation, so a large part of what they learn depends on this.
b. Re-teaching procedures if necessary:
Instead of playing the game, brainstorm with students how they think they could survive on an island. Get their feedback and allow them to be creative. Then the teacher can give some examples of how the main character used her survival skills. 
