YMCA Tutoring
Elementary Students

3:30-4:30 pm
Thursday, September 11, 2008

Today was my first day of practicum! I was nervous when I went in and saw seven kids running around the room. I went over to two girls (who I later found out were in 1st grade) and made them sit down. They began reading their books to me. One girl seemed to know how to read well until she got to a story she wasn’t sure about. I encouraged her to keep trying and she sailed right through the “hard” one. 

Next we had a spelling test. I tried to use the words in a sentence so I made sure they understood what I was saying. They often mixed up the letter b with d, and didn’t know which way the y went. I remembered having trouble with that when I was younger too. They were looking at each other’s paper, so I put a book as a divider between them.

Then we did math. They loved doing math problems! They kept asking for harder and harder ones. I noticed that they each wanted the same amount of problems. They often mixed up their numbers like turning the number 6 backwards. They could have done math indefinitely I’m sure, but another girl came up and was acting kind of crazy and making loud noises. I said I would read with her, just to make her quiet and calm down. She calmed down right away, after she saw I was paying attention to her. She read the book to me quite well and we talked a little bit about our lives too! I think she just needed attention, that’s why she was making such a racket. 

Monday, October 6, 2008

There were about 6 girls today at the YMCA that came for tutoring. Some of the girls recognized me from last time. One of the girls went straight to me and started reading her book to me before I could sit down. While she was reading, I was helping another girl with her social studies homework. Then I helped a different girl with her math problems. She was doing subtraction this time. She said that I could only go up to number 10 but I went to 11 instead. She subtracted by using her fingers. I’m not sure if that’s the right way to do it or not. I went with a friend of mine from Bryan and she seemed to be in control of the kids pretty well. She would tell them to quiet down or stay in their seat, and they would listen until 5 minutes later they would be doing the same thing.

Monday, October 20, 2008

Once again, only girls needed help with their homework. Either the boys don’t have homework or they don’t want to sacrifice their playtime to do homework. I worked with a different girl this afternoon. She seemed to have trouble in her reading, but we worked on the long words together. When we split up the long words she could figure them out, otherwise she would guess. Others easily distracted her, which made her reading slower, and her sentences choppy sounding. If she were in a room by herself she would have gotten through the story faster. 

